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December 2014

Join with our church as we prepare for

the ghct of Christmas.

Saturday, December 6

2:00-4:00 pm  Cookie Exchange
(@ Bob & Sharon Band’s home (12456 Ascot Close Drive)

Sunday, December 14
11:00 am Sounds of Praise Christmas Musical, The Star Still Shines
Saturday, December 20
5:00 pm Young People’s Christmas Musical Adventure, We Three Spies
Sunday, December 21
11:00 am Young People’s Christmas Musical Adventure, We Three Spies

Sunday, December 21
5:00 pm  Christmas Caroling

Wednesday, December 24
5:30 pm  Christmas Eve Service—]Journey to Bethlehem

Thursday, December 25 Merry Christmas!




I the \Spof@éf“. /ﬁ%

Joan Turner, More Thar% }the Flower Lady

by ’Cmdy Miller
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aturally artistic and a flower lover, Joan Turner is the woman

behind the altar flowers and has served on Shiloh’s flower team
since 2005, along with Gloria DeLoach and Kathy Maples. Joan
keeps her list current and reminds people when they are scheduled to
have flowers placed in memory or in honor of loved ones.

For years, Olive King and her brother, Edgar Edwards, placed
flowers in the sanctuary in memory of their mother. One year, way
before Joan was involved and for whatever reason, the flowers were
not delivered to the church. The bulletin stated “Flowers are given in
loving memory of Maude Edwards.” I asked Edgar: “Where are the
flowers?” With a straight face, he calmly replied: “Looks like we
didn’t think very much of her.” All we could do was laugh. Joan
says, “that doesn’t happen anymore, thanks to Edna Lee. Edna cre-
ates beautiful silk flower arrangements that serve as a backup for
Sundays and other special occasions.”

Joan is thankful for Glen Moore and his Building and Grounds
Committee for setting up our poinsettia tree in the baptismal every
December. She said the first year we started the poinsettia tree, the
plants were real and up for only a week and difficult to water. Now
they are silk and up for three Sundays; however, the poinsettias lined
up near the organ and piano are all real. Also, she is appreciative of
Kathy Maples who creates the Christmas and seasonal wreaths for
the church doors.

About Joan. Joan is a third-generation American on both sides of
her family. Both sets of her grandparents came to America through
Ellis Island. Her mother’s parents emigrated from Italy and her fa-
ther’s parents from Ireland. Joan’s mother was born in Brooklyn,
New York, but grew up in Portsmouth, Virginia. Joan’s father grew
up in Jamestown, New York, where he went to school with the fa-
mous Lucille Ball.

Joan was born in Long Beach, California, but was raised in Ports-
mouth, Virginia. Her father served in the U.S. Navy for 20 years,
which included the duration of World War II. On the Pacific side, he
was stationed aboard the battleship, USS Ok | a h(BBM3), and
received a transfer just before the Japanese sank the ship at Pearl
Harbor. On November 11, 1942, off the coast of North Africa, he
survived the sinking of USSJ 0 s e p h (AP #)yaftes staying in
the fuel-covered water for a long time before being rescued; the cap-
tain and 100 seamen and soldiers perished. The ship was sunk by a
German U-boat. Five days later, American destroyers sank that Ger-
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man U-boat. Joan remembers the sounds of air raids and walking to
the movies and seeing news clips about the war.

Joan graduated from Woodrow Wilson High School in Ports-
mouth, where she was in the school’s marching band for 3 years. She
recalls her very first date when she was 14. It was with 16-year-old
Craig and the person she would later marry. Joan’s mother was strict;
she wouldn’t allow Joan to go on the date in a car; she and Craig had
to ride a bus. Joan married her childhood sweetheart on May 5, 1956,
at Fourth Street Baptist Church in Portsmouth. She was 18; he was
20. In the early years, Joan worked in finance, mastering the old
manual typewriters, adding machines, and shorthand. After that, her
life involved taking care of her family.

Joan says she has a God-planned family. After one miscarriage,
she had two sons. Seven years later, she had another miscarriage and
then miraculously a daughter. Just 11 months later, she had another
son. Joan and Craig were both only children so they especially enjoy
a big family.

For years, Joan and Craig lived in Aquia Harbor. Craig commuted
to his job as newsprint managerat T h e Wa s h i in Wdshing-
ton, D.C., for almost 30 years until his retirement. In 1987, they pur-
chased a lot in King George. They love nature and fell in love with
the lot and all the surroundings. There they built their home. Their
children—three sons in Spotsylvania and one daughter in Hanover—
five grandsons, and one great grandson have all come to love what
the property has to offer. Joan and Craig also took care of her mother
who moved in with them for 7 years until her death at 93.

Their home, magnificent and meticulously cared for, reflects their
love for family. I was overwhelmed with its beauty, décor, and wild-
life. Most North American animals I can think of are stuffed and
mounted and tastefully displayed throughout their home. Hunting
and fishing is part of their lives; nothing goes wasted. In their spa-
cious kitchen, in a crock pot, simmered venison stew—enough to
feed an army, but their passion for wildlife and nature is another
whole story.

I asked Joan about her accomplishments. She says: “I have to say
they are in this order: Child of God, daughter, wife, mother, grand-
mother, and great grandmother.” She downplays many fruits of her
labor that are revealed throughout her home.

Thank you, Joan, for a life well-lived and serving the Lord abun-
dantly.
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Music News

December is such a wonderful time in the church
and with our Shiloh music it is especially wonder-
ful. Our Sounds of Praise adult choir will be per-
forming a Christmas musical on Sunday, December
14 The St ar
cal and will feature the Sounds of Praise singers, our
Praise Band, many soloists and a small acting en-
semble directed by Elizabeth Lee. On December 20,
and 21, our Grace Notes will perform a Christmas
musical adventure, We T h r e €his Sqpyipre-s
sents the Christmas Scripture along with a modern
story both kids and adults will enjoy. We will share
the musical on Saturday, December 20, 5:30 pm
and then again on Sunday, December 21, 11:00
am. You won't want to miss these so be sure to mark
your calendars!

On a personal note, I would like to thank you all
for your faithful and wonderful support of our music
ministry at Shiloh this year. I hope you all have a
very Merry Christmas!!

Sunday Bible Study

Are you expecting a gift this year? What about
your neighbors? Would they be expecting a gift
from you?

You could go to the mall to purchase something
nice like candy or toys or something for their house.
But do you know what else you could give? Why
not give them the very best gift...one from your
heart...the gift of knowing Christ your Savior?

How can you do this, you say? Invite them to come
with you to Bible study on Sunday mornings; or
how about inviting them to dinner and Bible study
on Wednesday night? Let them see what knowing
Christ means to you and to those with whom you
fellowship each week. We all know John 3:16, for
God so loved the world that he g a ¢aeh of us his
son as our gift and inside His gift is eternal life.
God’s love is the ultimate gift to each of us. Won’t
you share your gift with someone
this Christmas? This Sunday is not
too early to give your present.
Merry Christmas from your Sunday
Bible Study family.

Missions Focus

In December, we will continue to lift up for-
eign missionaries. Please plan to attend our special
prayer service for them on Tuesday, December 9, at
7:00 pm in the Chapel.
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AWANA News

Awana wrapped up its fall semester on November
23 with the Christmas Store and a celebration of all the
verses the kids learned so far this year. Did you know
that in one year, a Cubbie (Pre-K) will learn 49 bible
verses? Sparks (Kindergarten through second grade)
will learn 35 (Kindergarten) to 64 (Second
grade)! Our oldest kids (3™ through 6™ grade) will
learn as many as 133 in a year! In total, a clubber that
starts with cubbies and finishes Truth & Training will
have memorized and recited 660 verses!

The Bible teaches us in Proverbs 22:6 to “Train up
a child in the way he should go, and when he is old, he
will not depart from it.” Please pray for the seeds that
have been planted that the Lord will reap a mighty har-

vest.
%
Birthdays
1 Jack Nerney 19 John Owens
3 Jacob Schouweiler 21 Wyatt McMahan
4 Betsy Altman Cyle Rollins
Lynne Mitchell 24 Paul McDonald
5 Kenneth Lee Natasha Smoot
6 Robert Burge 26 Elizabeth Lee
10 Savannah Hagewood Jim Jensen
Agnes Oakey Faye Lumpkin
Seth Parker 30 Brenda Hastings
11 Sam Jensen Joshua Parker
12 Garrett Mills 31 Caleb Parker
13 Bryant Crowell
15 Stephen Davis, Jr. Anniversaries

16 Allison Mahaney
Corinna Pardee

18 Jason Norris
Cadence Shriver

10 Frank & Linda Moore
16 Charles & Agnes Oakey
28 Eric & Morgan Rose

Chil drenods

Christmas is almost here! I just love Christ-
mas. The greatest gift of all is given to us. Shiloh is
abuzz with all the Christmas happenings. The chil-
dren will be performing We T h r eoe De&mp-i
ber 20™ and 21*. You will not want to miss
this. Make sure to keep a close eye on your newslet-
ter and each weekly bulletin and the Shiloh face-
book page for all the wonderful programs coming up
this month. As for the Operation Christmas Child
update, we have collected just over 100 shoeboxes
to be sent around the world. Just think, that is over
100 children in the world that will hear of the love
of Jesus. Also, these children will know a small lit-
tle church in the United States of America loves
them as well. Thank you to all who donated. Merry
Christmas to you all.
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Youth Group Upcoming Events
The youth are putting on something new this

Christmas Eve. Last year we did the Walk to Beth- December 6 /| 221AS 9EOKI y13
lehem. It was cold and dark but the message was December 9 { LISOALF T t NI &SN
great. So the yputh are go.ing todo a Jourpey to December 10 [ | & i 2 SRa®D { SN
Bethlehem dgrmg thej Christmas Eve service. In- December 14 I KNRAAGOYF & adzia
stead of walking out in the cold, the youth will have ¢ KS { aF NI {off
each scene of the story at the front of the Sanctu- A Ao A o
ary. We will still have our regular service during December 16 CSSR 0K § b S § Re
that time with Communion, and the Advent wreath, December 20,21 | % dzy 3 tA § 2L S 9 a
and the candle lights but with an added story of the 2S ¢CKNBS {LASa
birth of Jesus. December 21 | KNAAGYF& [/ I NB
Our youth department is still in full swing on December 24 / KNR AG Yl a-WweaAsl Y
Wednesday and Sunday evenings. Thank you to Ed G2 _ SiKfSKSY
Clarkston, John Busic, Meredith Busic, Stephen 5 BEKALY DdzS3i
Hagewood, Rob Dean, and everybody else that has January 4 2N zop u
stepped up during this time of transition. With that
said, we could use more help. If you are willing to Church Resource Center
help out in our youth department, please contact Pas- Be sure to drop by the library during Decem-
tor Jessee. ber. The vast collection of Christmas books and vide-
os will be on display both there and
I December Menu on the shelves by the choir room. A
T@ Dec3 Italian Team special treat is the lovely Christmas
I Dec 10 Chicken Team scene that Ed and Henrietta Has-
wednesday Night D€€ 17, 24,31 No Dinners tings made. Check out resources to
ot Jan7  Cow Team share with your family to remem-
Family Night Meals- Wednesdays, 5:30 pm. ber the "Reason for the Season".
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